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new members including Mike Bell and Peter Rosenberg.
Many thanks to Penny Higgins and Joan Nicholson for their
past contributions.

This past year has been one of transitions.
Many present and former members of the
Forum on the Future has established itself as one of our
board have participated in changes. Your
on-going projects and will continue under the able hands of
Senior College has emerged stronger and more Chuck Acker.
able to continue its work.
A major change is the move of Senior College from the
I would like to thank particularly Chet and
marketing department back to the College of Arts and
Deena Day for their work on the Arts and
Sciences. Dean Greg Fahy and Provost Joe Szakas are taking
Presentations Committee. The concert series is a wellan active interest in integrating Senior College more deeply
established part of life at UMA and will continue its success into greater UMA. A sub-committee of the curriculum
under the new leadership of Mary Ellen Miner.
committee has formed and will be working with Dean Fahy
on a series of ideas (it’s too early for details, but watch this
After a year with an interim chairman, the Finance
space).
Committee has been newly energized with leadership
provided by Bob Dodge. UMA is the only campus in the
University system which developed a budget without input
from reserve funds, and your Senior College has risen to the
occasion. We will be helping by contributing a larger part of
Bev’s salary, and our budget looks strong. This year we were
at long last able to place some funds in an endowment which
has already begun to grow.

Finally, your chair has met with Adam Dawkins, the director
of the capital campaign for UMA. I hope that Senior College
will be able to help in this campaign in some way to assure
the future financial stability of UMA.
Stay close, go far!!!
Tom Feagin, Board Chair

The publicity and newsletter committees have merged, with
new leadership from Marilyn Canavan and Ann Sullivan, and
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Dr. Glenn Cummings, newly selected interim President
of UMA, met with members of the Senior College (SC)
board of directors on Wednesday, October 15. Topics
discussed included the establishment of SC by the
Legislature in 1999, the growth of its membership over
the years, current enrollment, its association with Granite
Hill, and the current course schedule. Additionally,
Chairman Tom Feagin provided an overview of the SC
budget. Another topic touched on was the possibility of
offering credit for one or more senior college courses.
Dr. Cummings had only positive comments to make
concerning the wide array of courses being offered this
session. He was especially intrigued with some of the
more creative titles such as “Sit Down, Shut Up” and

“Laughing Matters.” Additionally, he expressed interest in the
educational tours organized by Duane Prugh, including trips
to Maine’s restaurants, covered bridges, lighthouses, and other
points of interest around the state.
From left to right: Duane
Prugh, Elizabeth
Humphrey, Tom Feagin,
Dr. Glenn Cummings,
Bev Ludden, and Marilyn
Canavan

Dr. Cummings was especially interested in learning about the
work of the instructors at SC, having himself begun his career
as a teacher at Gorham High School where he served as a
department head. He later he taught micro and
macroeconomics at the University of Southern Maine and still
later served as Speaker in the Maine House of Representatives
where he sponsored a bill to create the state community
college system. He went on serve as President Obama’s
Deputy Assistant Secretary in the U.S. Department of
Education and was part of the team that designed the
President’s plan to boost America’s graduation rate by 2020.
Cummings also chaired the Department’s Green Initiative
which focused on increasing teaching and learning
sustainability principles in American education. Prior to his
appointment as interim President of UMA, Dr. Cummings
served as President and Executive Director of Good WillHinckley, which, under his leadership, became known as the
Maine Academy of Natural Sciences.

At the conclusion of the meeting, it was clear that a mutual
admiration society had formed between Dr. Cummings and
board members. His parting comment to me was “It’s been
wonderful to learn about the enormous asset that Senior
College is to the area and to UMA. The quality of the
instructors and richness of the curriculum is extraordinary and
provides seniors in the area with an invaluable opportunity to
enhance their knowledge in a variety of fields.”
From all of our members: Welcome, President Cummings.
We appreciate your interest in the work of Senior College and
look forward to working with you in the year ahead.

Cummings earned a Masters of Public Administration from
the Kennedy School Government at Harvard, a Masters of
Arts in Teaching from Brown and a Doctorate in Higher
Education from the University of Pennsylvania.

Wildflower Wednesdays
Elizabeth Reinsborough and Ellen Blanchard both love
wildflowers, but their interest developed in very different
ways. Elizabeth knew she wanted to learn about wildflowers
from a young age, and, in fact, she majored in botany at
Queen’s University in
Belfast, Ireland and
continued her studies
at London University.
Later she joined
Voluntary Service
Overseas, a British
organization similar to
the Peace Corps; she
worked in Africa on a
Elizabeth Reinsborough and Ellen Blanchard
project on wilter’s
disease which affects cotton plants. There she met an
American Peace Corps volunteer from Maine, John
Reinsborough. Eventually the two were married and came to
live in Maine. Elizabeth taught biology and chemistry at
Maranacook School for twenty years, and she also taught an
adult-education course called Local Flora.

Marilyn Canavan

course in 1983. The way Elizabeth taught the class piqued her
interest, but Ellen was a busy young mother with two boys, so
the interest lay dormant until February of 2005, the year she
turned 50. Cabin fever hit her hard that year. She said, “The
cats were fighting, but I had no one to fight with. Something
had to be done!” She purchased a book about weeds, made
some notecards, and began memorizing the Latin names of
the plants.
That spring she identified some flowers, but it was in July that
she set to work in earnest. She had always walked every day,
but now she walked with a purpose, finding and identifying
wildflowers. She had to teach herself how to go about the
identification process, observing the petals and the leaves. By
Oct. 31, she had identified over 200 wildflowers, an
extraordinary achievement.
That Christmas, her son gave her Newcomb’s Wildflower
Guide by Lawrence Newcomb, and she was off and running.

Soon Ellen herself was teaching a course on wildflowers at
Senior College. And that’s where Elizabeth comes back into
the picture. Elizabeth is on the Board of Directors of Senior
College where she heard about Ellen’s popular wildflower
class, so the teacher decided to become the student, and
And that’s where Ellen comes into the picture. She knew very Elizabeth enrolled in Ellen’s class. Elizabeth was tickled
little about wildflowers, only what her mom had taught her,
when she learned that Ellen’s interest in wildflowers had been
but she wanted to learn, so she took Elizabeth’s
sparked by that long-ago adult education class on local flora.
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“It’s every teacher’s dream,” she said, “to have a student who
excels and goes on, and you can take a class from them.”
“Excelling and going on,” that is a lifelong habit for both
Ellen and Elizabeth. They are always looking for new
opportunities for learning. During the interview, for example,
the discussion turned to the problems related to identifying
various grasses. For her part, Ellen is enthusiastic about
Luminosity which she has been using to exercise her brain.
And Elizabeth pointed out that she had used her adult-ed
course on local flora as an opportunity not only to teach
others, but also to learn more about New England
wildflowers.

All teachers know that teaching a course is the best way to
deepen their knowledge of the subject at hand. Ellen and
Elizabeth are both enthusiastic about teaching at Senior
College. Ellen said, “We like to teach.” Elizabeth agreed and
pointed out that it’s wonderful to teach people who want to
learn, and she noted that at Senior College, this is always the
case. Ellen described the moment when students make their
first wildflower identification. “They smile and jump around,
and they’re happy,” she said. “It makes their heart sing.”
Clearly, it makes Ellen’s heart sing as well to be part of her
students’ success and their growing enthusiasm for the
wildflowers that she loves so well.

Ann Sullivan

Walking Group
The walking group continues to meet on Wednesdays at 10:00 am at the Hallowell trailhead. Some winters
when there hasn’t been much snow and ice we've walked all winter. Last year we actually went indoors to
Home Depot. Call Penny Higgins 623-1345 to hear more.

Book Groups
The Monday book group meets on the third Monday of the month, and the Thursday book group meets on the
fourth Thursday of the month. Occasionally, there are holiday conflicts necessitating alternative dates. Both
groups meet at 1 pm in the Honors Lounge at the Randall Student Center. For more information, contact Bev
Ludden at 621-3479 or email her at beverly.ludden@maine.edu

The City of Falling Angels:

A Review

spreading to the rest of the very flammable city, and as a
result, the inhabitants of Venice were forced to watch,
weeping, as the centuries-old opera house burned to the
ground in front of them.

Last February, the Thursday Senior College book group read
The City of Falling Angels by John Berendt. The discussion,
as you will no doubt gather from the following review, was
spirited, but thoughtful.

This is the opening scene of The City of Falling Angels, and
it's the best part of the book. Venetians are watching the
destruction of the opera house as they try to keep their own
homes from catching fire, but the most anyone can do is watch
In 1996, a fire broke out somewhere inside the empty Fenice the fire and cry, while every now and then we read lines like,
"A deafening crash resounded in the depths of the Fenice.
opera house in Venice. The opera house was being restored,
The great crystal chandelier had fallen to the floor." (Fair
and was supposed to reopen within a month. The interior of
the opera house was littered with open paint cans, chemicals, warning: if you don't understand why people would weep at
and cloths, making accidental fire an inevitability, and the fire the destruction of an opera house, this is not your book.)
alarm was disabled. So when the fire broke out, a million
things went swiftly and horribly wrong. The canal next to the Three days later, enter John Berendt, who sees the effects the
Fenice had been drained recently, and because of this, the fire Fenice fire has had on the residents of Venice, and decides
boats weren't even able to reach the building at first, and then that it might make a good subject for a book. He spends the
next eight years in Venice interviewing people about the fire
had no immediate water supply. They had to collect water
from the Grand Canal and bring it over by helicopter. By then, and everything else in their lives—because he's John Berendt
the opera house was in flames and there was no way to stop it. and he can do that… He interviews judges, restoration
experts, lawyers, and just about everyone who witnessed the
The fire department had to focus on keeping the fire from
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fire (they include an Italian count and an elderly glassblower).
People suspect that the Fenice fire was arson, possibly the
work of the Mafia. The investigation is long and very
interesting, and it's the start of a really good mystery.

The City of Fallen Angels—The Rest of the Story…

Well, no, we couldn’t go to Venice, but Barbara dreamed up
something we could do. She proposed that the book group take
a Concord Coach Line bus for Boston to spend a day. Why
Only the start of one, unfortunately. If this book had just been Boston? you ask. Remember Patricia Curtis, the expat whose
family had moved to Venice from Boston to escape the Irish
about the Fenice fire, the investigation, and the restoration
process, it would have been really interesting and illuminating. “invasion”? Well, it turns out that her family had purchased
and lovingly renovated a Venetian palazzo, the Palazzo
But Berendt just can't stay focused. He meanders from one
Barbaro. Isabella Stewart Gardner and her husband visited the
plot to the next, like he's trying to keep up with the "Look
palazzo and the Curtis family on many occasions. There they
How Many Zany Eccentrics I Can Find" cred he established
met such luminaries as John Singer Sargent, Anders Zorn,
in Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil. Although here,
"Zany Eccentrics" are replaced by "Obscenely Rich Expatriate James McNeill Whistler, and Henry James. Isabella Stewart
Snobs." For example, he describes Patricia Curtis who belongs Gardner fell in love with the Barbaro, and eventually built her
very own Venetian palazzo in Boston. In fact, the Isabella
to a family of expats who first moved to Venice in the 1800s
Stewart Gardner Museum was inspired by the Palazzo Barbaro.
when Boston got too gosh-darned Irish for their tastes
(Berendt states this more diplomatically, but that's the gist).
One sunshiny day in September, five of us boarded the 9 am
bus for Boston. We
He can't focus his story on the Fenice. He talks about the fire
From left to right: Laurette Samson,
negotiated our way
and the investigation for a while, then suddenly he's spending
Peter and Suzanne Rosenberg, and
through South
fifteen pages telling us about a glassblower's family drama.
Mary Cluff
Station, bought
Then thirty-eight pages on the previously-mentioned expat
Charlie Tickets to take
family. Then forty-nine pages on Ezra Pound's aging mistress
the T, and hopped on
and efforts made to keep his papers and letters from being
the Green Line which
stolen by the so-called "Ezra Pound Foundation." Here we
took us to within
break for a short revisit to the Fenice fire, and then he spends
walking distance of
forty-two pages telling us all about the drama between two
the museum. We were
guys in charge of the American non-profit group Save Venice.
just in time for an
Then thirty pages on a poet who killed himself, or maybe not.
introductory lecture
about the museum.
Yes, I counted all of those pages. No, none of those side stories
have anything to do with the Fenice fire. No, none of them are
The palazzo itself is
even mildly interesting, except maybe the Pound one. Yes,
just beautiful, with
every single conflict Berendt shows us is explored in nitpicking
luxurious gardens, a
depth, and then dropped without a satisfying conclusion. Yes, it
courtyard and façade
is irritating.
modeled on the
Barbaro’s, and
Barbaro
I think, ultimately, the problem with this book is that it was
gorgeous rooms. Everywhere you look, there are paintings and
presented poorly. I went into it expecting an in-depth
sculptures. Even on the ceiling… It’s a veritable feast for the
investigation of a real-life mystery—the Fenice fire. Instead, I eyes; we saw works by Degas, Dürer, Giotto, Matisse,
got a wandering, often overly-detailed look at the inhabitants of Michelangelo, Raphael, Rubens, Sargent, Titian, Turner,
Venice and their daily drama. Which is fine— if that's what I'd Vermeer, Whistler, and Zorn. It’s a magnificent museum, and
expected to get out of this book. Had Berendt written this book moreover, it’s just the right size for an afternoon visit.
as a series of essays on Venice, as another reviewer
recommended, that would have been good. If he had presented These two activities—the book group discussion and the trip to
Boston—really exemplify what Senior College is all about.
the book as a portrait of Venetians and been more clear about
The mission of the University of Maine at Augusta Senior
the fact that the Fenice fire was more of a subplot, that would
College is to provide intellectually stimulating learning
also have been fine. As things are, however, I was not
opportunities and special activities for persons 50 years of age
expecting most of what I was shown in this book, and it was
and older. That is exactly what happened. Our Thursday book
disappointing.
group always engages us in thought-provoking discussions, and
That being said, I really, really want to go to Venice now.
those discussions inspired us to take our learning experience
one step further, providing us with an additional opportunity to
Barbara Livingston
engage in lifelong learning.
Ann Sullivan
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Reflections of a
Senior College Teacher

of the bateau that Arnold used, while another smaller
building has artifacts from the expedition.

The class all met there on a foggy
Maine Saturday morning (Thanks
Gary!) in March, and we were
allowed to visit the site, which
usually is open only during the
Students are here because they want to be, and that can make summer season. I did very little
instructing and simply listened from
all the difference in the world. I recently saw this happen
room to room as the students
with my class on the American Revolution. We were at a
marveled at the hearth or replica
point where we were discussing the famed Arnold
Expedition up the Kennebec in 1775. Nearly all in the class uniforms that were on display. The
were well aware of this story, but very few had ever been to written record of this historic
a local site that was directly connected.
journey came to life as they gazed
upon the replica boats and viewed even a simple button that
Major Reuben Colburn was a local patriot who was in
had centuries ago fallen off a soldier’s coat in the deep
charge of building the boats that Arnold would need to make
woods.
this journey, and his house was right here in Pittston. Run by
the Maine Bureau of Parks and Lands, the house and a few
lt made an impact in another way as well. These sites and
outbuildings have been restored so that visitors can visit and countless others need financial help to stay afloat so that
really soak in the history.
others may enjoy them. Imagine my pride when everyone
One of the great pleasures of teaching history is that moment
when you see the connection being made between what you
are teaching and the student. It is true at any age, but l think
it is true in particular in the Senior College.

There is the main house which has been restored and has
fine examples of furniture and daily life from the 18th
century. A large barn is used for meetings and has replicas

Faculty Profile
Barbara Helen Baker
A relative newcomer to the University of Maine at Augusta
Senior College (UMASC) curriculum is the exciting Oral
History Theatre. In the class brochure, Barbara Helen Baker
describes the experience as a “theatre class for all ages and
backgrounds giving students a platform to speak for and
express themselves, gain self-confidence, and share their
stories in front of others in a safe environment.”
A speech major at Northwestern, she also holds a Master of
Arts/Theatre degree from the University of Maine at Orono,
and has long been interested in theatre production and
teaching. Uniquely qualified, she has taught theatre and oral
history both in Maine and Texas. Inspired by Ann
McDonough from the University of Nevada who introduced
her to the idea of students writing their own oral history, she
has done so in Texas with a class similar to ours, and her
students have also performed in musical revues. Her many
other experiences include judging one-act plays and
teaching summer and school-related acting programs.
She has taught voice and has participated in the Irondale
Theatre Project and the Actors Center, both in New York
City, to name just a few. She is a member of the Screen
Actors Guild and Actors’ Equity Association.
Barbara describes several types of organization for oral
theatre, usually led by a teaching artist. Class members may
be given a theme, and they write their own remembrances
around that theme. “Beginnings and Endings” and “I really

there contributed something to that effort. That morning
made it all worthwhile!

Mike Bell
knew I was loved when…” are two such themes. Sometimes
the instructor or the class gives feedback regarding the writing;
other times the students do their own editing. Another way is
to write extemporaneously from cues, or to write meditations
about their own lives.
One of the premises
encouraging seniors
to
Barbara Helen Baker on the far right, with her
participate is the
class
importance of
life review in
making changes
in one’s life.
Additionally,
theatre activities
ensure that we
continue to
challenge our
mind’s “fitness.””
This class also meets one of the goals of Senior College: to
promote social interaction and enjoyment. Here at UMASC,
this class presents inspiring, and often fun to hear, work in
theatre form for both classmates and friends…a wonderful
addition to our curriculum.
For more information about the course, you may email
umasc@maine.edu or contact Barbara Helen Baker at
barbarahelen@hotmail.com.
Penny Higgins
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2014-2015 Concerts at Jewett Schedule

Sunday, Oct. 19, 2 P.M. Castlebay. Fred Gosbee and Julia Lane mix vocals, Celtic
harp, 12-string guitar, fiddle and woodwinds for an afternoon that will feature newly researched ballads that originated in the logging camps and seacoast towns of Maine.

Sunday, Nov. 16, 2 P.M. Sarah E Geller, classical violinist. Hungarian Rhapsody;
pre-concert at 1 P.M. with Pineland Suzuki students w ho w ill participate in master classes led by Ms. Geller on 11/15. A native of Farmington who made her Carnegie
Hall solo recital debut in her mid-20’s, Geller is described as “a consummate artist” and
has performed to critical acclaim in many prestigious venues as soloist and collaborative
artist.

Saturday, Dec. 20, 2 P.M. at South Parish Church, 9 Church St., Augusta. A
Christmas Concert with Downeast Brass and Jay Zoller, organist. A popular
quintet, a fine organist and a meticulously restored 1866 E. & G. G. Hook Organ. There’s
no better way to welcome the holidays!

Sunday, Jan.11, 2015, 2 P.M. (snow date Jan 25). Don Roy Quartet. Ethnomusicologist Bau Graves calls Roy the finest Franco fiddler in New England, whose playing
“exactly exemplifies what Franco-American fiddling is all about.” Roy also plays guitar,
mandolin and banjo, and custom crafts violins and violas. Cindy Roy will demonstrate
step-dancing.

Sunday, Feb. 8, 2 P.M. (snow date Feb 22). Sing Acappella, presented by Maine-ly
Harmony, along with a men’s barbershop group to be announced. Both groups
are non-professional singers who harmonize for fun and compete successfully nationally.

Sunday, March 15, 2 P.M. (snow date M ar. 22). Ladies of the Lake: A St. Paddy’s
Day Special. A lively celebration of traditional I rish music by this popular Celtic
group.

Sunday, April 19, 2 P.M. Masanobu Ikemiya, pianist: classical & ragtime (his
performance will also contain images with commentary). Known internationally, Mr.
Ikemiya received an award from the UN for promoting world peace through music. This is
a return visit from this charismatic musician who currently calls Mount Desert Island
home.

Sunday, May 17, 2 P.M. Casco Bay Tummlers Klezmer Band. M aine’s only Klezmer
band has a versatile repertoire that ranges from original music to traditional dances and
songs of the Yiddish theater and Jewish ghetto - all with original arrangements. Their
concert will include commentary.
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2015 UMA SENIOR COLLEGE
BROWN BAG SCHEDULE
Brown Bags are on Tuesdays
UMA Senior College members and friends are invited to bring their lunch to each free session at 12:00 Noon on Tuesdays
at the Michael Klahr Center Rotunda (connected to UMA’s Katz Library).
The length of each lecture will be 60-90 minutes in duration.

Tuesday

Presenter

Lecture

January 6

Art Ray

Amos Gerald: Electric
Railroad King of Maine

January 13

Peter Rosenberg

History of the Piano

January 20

John Burgess

The Super Bowl

January 27

Pam Brown &
Maine General Panel

Hospice Care: Consider the Con versation

February 3

Elizabeth Reinsborough

Where the Sahara Meets the
Atlantic

February 10

Jan Santerre

The Big Trees of Maine

February 17

David Leigh

20th Century Using a Thematic
Approach

February 24

David Leach
(Author will speak, Bureau of
Consumer Credit Protection)

Gone Phishing Anti-Scam Guide

March 3

Jeanne Coleman

The Diary of a Photo Maine-iac

Snow dates: Thursday, January 29 and Thursday, February 26
(In case a regular lecture is canceled due to inclement weather)
Questions: Please call 621-3551.

The Illuminator is a tri-annual publication of
the University of Maine at Augusta’s Senior College.
Chair: Tom Feagin
Masthead Design: David Guillemette
Reporters: Mike Bell, Marilyn Canavan, Penny Higgins,
Barbara Livingston, Mary Ellen Miner, Ann Sullivan
Production and Design: Ann Sullivan
Circulation: Elizabeth Humphrey, Bev Ludden, Duane Prugh
UMA Faculty Rep: Pat Clark
UMA Liaison and Assistant Editor: Bev Ludden
Editor: Ann Sullivan
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Instructors Wanted!
Do you have a hobby or a job you are excited about? Would you like to teach a course, sharing your knowledge and
enthusiasm? Senior College is always looking for new and interesting classes. There are no tests or papers to grade,
and you get to meet some great people who are eager to learn! For more information, please contact the Curriculum
Committee by calling Megan Antonucci at 377-6848 or email her at meganton@roadrunner.com. You may also
contact our Coordinator, Beverly Ludden at 621-3479 or email her at beverly.ludden@maine.edu. We look forward to
hearing from you!

Contribute to the Illuminator. . .
The Illuminator is your newsletter. If you’d like to send us something to be considered for publication, we’d love to see it!
We welcome your submissions of book or music reviews, original works of art, poems, or articles about hobbies you’ve
enjoyed, classes you’ve taken, teachers you’ve admired—in short, whatever you think might be of general interest to the
Senior College community. To facilitate editing and re-sizing we request that all text submissions be in an editable MS Word
document or in the body of an email. Photos and artwork should be submitted in JPEG format. Please do not embed them in
the Word documents. Include a caption.
To be considered for the February issue of the Illuminator, please send your work to the editor, Ann Sullivan at
asullivan47@outlook.com. The deadline is January 15, 2015.
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