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A View from the Chair
The view from the chair has been
marred by the untimely death of
Bryant Hoffman, who was well into
a really interesting course on The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer and The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
Finn.
Bryant will be missed by his poetry
groups as well. He was an effective
well–liked teacher.
and well
The semester is off to a good start,
with classes proceeding as planned, the Concerts at
Jewett series opening with a Fiddle-licious
performance, and the Forum on the Future with two
meetings under its belt.

Committees have new members, all fitting in nicely
with good work being done.

Inside this issue:

Phone: 621-3551

Your board chair is trying a new experiment—
teaching an online undergraduate course on
biomedical ethics—and is almost competent in the
technological mysteries of the online world. I am
wondering whether we might be able to use online
techniques in Senior College for members who are
not able to get out to the campus.
The curriculum committee has been contemplating
the suggestions for new courses turned in on the
evaluation forms, and is extending an offer to all
members to help teach. Members have suggested a
wide variety of possibilities, and we hope that we will
answer the challenge for new teachers and new
courses.
Tom Feagin, Chair of Board, UMASC
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It has come to our attention that an important era
has come to an end at UMA’s Senior College.
Duane Prugh has decided to retire from leading the
ever-so-popular travel classes. He will, however,
continue to play a role at Senior College, as he has
done for many years. Duane and Chuck Acker are
the only two remaining charter members of Senior
College where they have been active in the
UMASC community since 2001.

The Illuminator is your newsletter. If you’d like to send us
something to be considered for publication, we’d love to see it!
We welcome your submissions of book or music reviews,
original works of art, poems, articles about hobbies you’ve
enjoyed, classes you’ve taken, etc. All text submissions should
be in an editable MS Word document or in the body of an
email. Photos and artwork should be submitted in JPEG
format. Do not embed them in the Word documents. To be
considered for the February issue of the Illuminator, email
your work to Ann Sullivan at asullivan47@outlook.com by
January 15, 2016.

Duane grew up in Goffstown, New Hampshire, and
he studied electrical engineering at the University
of New Hampshire. After working for twenty years
for the Bell System, he started his own computer
business in Massachusetts and Maine. Once he
retired, he found himself with nothing to do.
Happily, he met Carol Brewster who got him
interested in CODA Chorus and in Senior College
where she too was one of the founding members.

Since 2001 Duane has taught a variety of courses at
there for the second day, and the second day, I didn’t
Senior College, some related, for example, to
even say “ Hi!” to her; I just went to bed. And I did
computers and digital photography. His travel courses that for ten weeks.”
Another large class had ninety students. Fortunately,
Tom Barden helped with that one. Leading a
caravan of such a large number of cars can be
tricky; it
it’s easy to lose sight of the last cars in the
line. Duane says, “We were called the quack, quack
group. Tom would be in the back, and he would say
eight ducks in a row on route such and such, and I
would say quack, quack.
quack.”

What kept Duane going all those years? Clearly, his
sense of humor is a key element of his success. It
enables him to deal with the stressful situations that
can sometimes arise whenever large groups of
people travel. And it goes without saying that his
Cape Neddick “Nubble” Lighthouse in 2009
sense of humor endears him to his students. Equally
important is his enthusiasm for his subject, the State
have included trips to lighthouses, covered bridges,
of Maine. Like all good teachers, he loves to share his
waterfalls, and all sorts of unique places. Duane has
knowledge with his students, and he is thrilled to see
fond memories of these trips, and he is especially
people’s awe and excitement when they see a
proud of the fact that of the seventeen students in his beautiful waterfall or a huge tree with an eight-foot
first travel course in 2001, ten have followed him right diameter.
up to his last travel class in 2015.
The trips have provided opportunities for adventure
for Central Maine area seniors—and for him. Duane
remembers the day when he almost lost one of the
participants at Moxie Falls; a free spirit, she had
wandered off to investigate on her own. With tongue
firmly planted in his cheek, he compares the
experience of leading a group of senior citizens to
herding cats… And he remembers the day when his
GPS led the group down an unimproved road barely
wide enough for a car. Eventually the road became
impassable, and it was now necessary to turn around,
a hair-raising experience for the five drivers and
their passengers. But all’s well that ends well!
Senior College students enrolled in Duane’s classes in
increasing numbers year after year. Once, he had
sixty students in a waterfall class, so he divided the
class into two groups, but he couldn’t find anyone to
lead the class on the second day. He reports, “I would
go home after the first day, and I would say “ Hi!” to
my wife and go right to bed. And I would get up at 6
o’clock the next morning, and I would drag myself out

Seguin Light in 2011

But, like an old soldier, Duane can’t quite let go. One
of his favorite activities involved measuring big trees,
and he and his loyal team of four continue even now
on their quest to find the biggest trees in Maine.
Ann Sullivan
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about games? Why not a class to teach folks how to
play bridge, chess, or a sport? And who knows?
Possibly we could create an online course if you were
unable to teach during regular Senior College class
hours.
UMA’s Senior College members have a wide variety
of interests. At the end of each course, we ask
students to evaluate the course and to suggest future
courses. Listed here are just a few of the hundred or
so suggested topics. The point is not so much that
we’re looking for someone to teach these specific
courses, but rather to give you a sense of the breadth
of interest of Senior College students. Ask yourself,
please, if you have the interest, ability, and desire to
teach one of these courses or a similar one: Maine
authors, Greek myths, current affairs, French
(standard or North American), history (immigration,
Maine, medical ethics), basic computer literacy,
nature photography, the history of Ireland, astronomy,
national politics, Hitchcock, music appreciation,
world heritage sites, the Ottoman Empire, the Civil
War, the history of American political parties,
creative writing… (As I said, the list goes on.)

Enrollment at the University of Maine at Augusta
Senior College has been growing rapidly during the
past few years, so we would like to invite you, our
talented members, to consider teaching a course or
leading a travel activity. As you know, Duane Prugh
has decided to retire from leading travel courses, but
we are very fortunate that Tom Barden has agreed to
continue to offer this kind of activity. Our seniors are
an energetic bunch; they clearly love to learn new
things, to be involved, and to be out and about. So
there is surely room for other travel courses.

Would you like to teach a course—sharing your
knowledge and enthusiasm? Virtually all Senior
College teachers agree that one of the major benefits
of teaching a Senior College class is that you get to
know great people who, like yourself, are eager to
learn! For more information, please contact the
What kind of skillset is required? Duane says that
curriculum committee by calling Megan Antonucci at
organization is key. Equally important are flexibility
and the sort of unflappable personality that allows one 377-6848 or emailing her at
meganton@roadrunner.com. You may also contact
to problem solve when things don’t turn out quite as
planned. Even luck seems to play a role! According to our coordinator, Beverly Ludden, at 621-3479 or
email her at beverly.ludden@maine.edu. You will
Duane, Wednesday is Duaneday. He was rained or
find a copy of the course proposal form on page 4 of
snowed out only three days in fourteen years, so he
this newsletter. We so look forward to hearing from
always had his classes on Wednesday! But mostly,
you!
what makes this kind of course work is an
appreciation for all that the State of Maine has to
Ann Sullivan
offer and pleasure in sharing that. Duane says, “Oh!
The places we’d go…”
The Illuminator is a tri-annual publication of
The University of Maine at Augusta’s Senior College.

Our seniors love to be creative and directly involved
in their learning, so art classes are always very
popular. They usually fill up very quickly. We’d love
to be able to offer more art classes. Surely other arts
and crafts would be of interest as well—knitting,
crocheting, and scrapbooking all come to mind. What
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UMA SENIOR COLLEGE COURSE PROPOSAL
Instructor:________________________________

Date:_______________________________

Address:_________________________________

Phone:______________________________

City, State, Zip:____________________________

E-Mail:______________________________

Short Course Title:_________________________________________

Semester: Fall_____ Spring_____

(Please limit to 6 words)
1st Choice

2nd Choice

___Friday 8:00-10:00

___Monday 10:15-12:15

___Friday 8:00-10:00

___Monday 10:15-12:15

___Friday 10:15-12:15

___Monday 1:00-3:00

___Friday 10:15-12:15

___Monday 1:00-3:00

___Friday 1:00-3:00

___Thursday 10:15-12:15

___Friday 1:00-3:00

___Thursday 10:15-12:15

___Friday 3:15-5:15

___Thursday 1:00-3:00

___Friday 3:15-5:15

___Thursday 1:00-3:00

___Saturday 10:15-12:15

___Saturday 10:15-12:15

Number of weeks class would meet (normally 8 weeks):_____

Enrollment Cap: Min:____ Max:____

Do you anticipate any Field Trips? Yes/No _____

Text/Materials: (Limit $25 per student) ISBN# REQUIRED:__________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Classrooms are equipped with computers, screens, TV/VCR, Audio, Overhead Projectors, and Black/White
Board. If additional equipment is needed, please list:___________________________________________
Call 377-6848 if you wish to discuss this form with a member of the Curriculum Committee.
Write a brief course description (overview, list high points of course, what students will be expected to
learn, explain limitations if any, and if materials will be provided). Your description will be printed in the
course schedule. If you are a new instructor, please attach a vita/resume. Return form to: UMASC, c/o
Curriculum Committee, 46 University Drive, Augusta, ME 04330; or e-mail beverly.ludden@maine.edu..
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Form Completion Deadlines:

Fall Semester – May 1st
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Spring Semester – November 1st

Bryant Hoffman: A Tribute
Aug. 3, 1940–Oct. 4, 2015
Baker’s Scripting Our Lives
I first knew Bryant as a member of Barbara Helen Baker
course for Senior College where he performed a subtle, hilarious, and heartrending
account of his parents
parents—listening to the radio before the advent of TV, subscribing
to six newspapers every day, and, in between, fighting. The story had the bite to it
Bryant’s work had, so vivid that those of us listening could see his
that much of Bryant
Mom practicing dance steps to old songs and hear the language from which he said
he “learned some choice words and phrases (and how to use them).” Even in
stories about his complicated youth, Bryant
Bryant’s tone was, as daughter Kirsten
describes, “kind, curious, strong, and brave.” He told us, “I got real good at
listening, spying, dreaming, and understanding in a unique way.
way.”

“ nimble mind,” says one friend, “he would sit down beside you and start talking
“A
out of the side of his mouth!
mouth!” Another: “He had a wiry (that is not a misspelling
for wry, she said ‘wiry’) sense of humor.”
As I got to know Bryant better through poetry group meetings, I learned more of the Bryant caught in the
wonderful photo on the cover of the funeral program. He wore his Ph.D. from Rutgers lightly, calling himself
“a recovering academic.” His career was as an English Professor at Colby-Sawyer, and he was the
consummate intellectual. As Ted Bookey said, quoting Chaucer’s description of the clerk: “Gladly would he
learn, and gladly teach.”
During the weeks preceding his death, he was teaching a Mark Twain course in Senior College, which is as
good a showcase as you can find for the man who was both a professor and professional. The syllabus focused
on The A dventures of Tom Sawyer and The A dventures of Huckleberry Finn. To prepare for it, he told me
that he read the complete works of Twain, including A Connecticut Y ankee in King A rthur’s Court, Personal
Recollections of Joan of Arc, The Prince and the Pauper, and The Innocents Abroad—works Twain readers
rarely try.
Rather than deliver lectures, however, he would draw ideas from the class, according to Ann Warren. He
insisted that the class do the work, using what she calls “the brain power in the room. He made us work,” she
said—but as every teacher knows, the teacher has to create the props that support the students’ work. He
taught almost to the end, because, as Tom Ward says, “The life of the mind mattered to him.” When he felt
his strength was going, he revised the syllabus to create student reports—even in his final weeks, he was
thinking about Twain and how to engage students.
This intense work as scholar and teacher is only a part of the story, and perhaps not even the major part. As the
funeral program describes: “In January of 1978, Bryant had a religious experience that forever changed his
life. He felt the presence of God and resolved to be a better person and to participate more fully in the
community.” It was, says Tom Ward, “a moment that never left him.”
In addition to running Ozark Career Services (1990-2000) and acting as Executive Director of the Central/
Western Maine Workforce Investment Board (2000-2010), Bryant volunteered in the Meals on Wheels
program (where, he told fellow volunteers, he received a general education when he went to people’s houses
with their meals). He was also a Hospice volunteer and an active member of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
in Winthrop. In addition, he volunteered at the Welcome Desk at Maine General in Augusta where fellow
worker Dick Kosma describes him as “so compassionate. He never had a sour puss on. He was just so
sociable!”
Over and over people evoked Bryant’s many-sided character: witty, irreverent, ironic, skeptical, and at the
same time acting on his connection to the divine. “It was amazing,” said a friend. “He had so many sides.”
Pat Onion

5

There was no rain is sight, so it appeared to be a
good day sunshine in store. Upon arrival at Lime St.
Station, we were met by Tim Hemmings of Pool of
Life Tours (info@pooloflifetoours.com) He was a
real day tripper! For four hours he showed us this
amazing city. We saw where the lads grew
up. Tim's uncle and aunt used to own the house John
Lennon was raised in. We visited Penny Lane,
Strawberry Field, and the church where Paul and
John first met ( rest in peace, Eleanor Rigby). We
even got to meet Rory Best. His brother is Pete, the
original drummer of the group.

Editor’s note: This is Bryant Hoffman’s final poem.

Coming Back Home With Illness
Amazing
Everything looks at you again
As you left it, or as it once showed itself.
These seconds pass, you see them clearly
Yet as old vision with a “new car” scent.
You see your eyes blink
In this revision of unchanged vision.
Sight sees itself at work,
Knows new lenses,
Cloudy blinds blink
Tears pushing to wash out,
Blink away, hold steady
What is reflected
in new twisted eyebeams.

The next day started with a good morning. We were
staying at the Hard Days Night hotel and realized
that while yesterday was fun, there was much still to
do. My son wanted to buy some souvenirs. I asked
him: "Do you want to know a secret?" He nodded,
and I told him, "There's a place to do that." Many in
fact. So while money can't buy me love (sorry,
Maggie May), it can buy some special memories.

Changed it may seem
The old reality smiles as hope
Welcomes you to wrap oval eyes
Around it, encircle it with a new love.

We wrapped up
our journey with
time spent in the
Cavern quarter of
the city. The
Cavern was home
base for the band
and was where
they were
"discovered" in
1961. I could
almost imagine
what it was like
The Cavern is on the
back in the
left, under the yellow
day. We needed
sign.
to let it be, for we
all know that all
things must pass, and we needed to get back to
London. I snapped a final photograph or two, and
we left this historic city behind.

Bryant Hoffman, September 2015

A Mystery Tour
and a Contest!
Editor’s note: Senior College instructor Mike Bell took a
trip to England last spring that ties into his current class
on the Beatles. The first person to spot all of the Beatlesrelated song titles ( and for extra credit, solo Beatle song
titles) wins an autographed copy of Beatleness by Candy
Leonard. Send your list to: asullivan47@outlook.com

Have you ever gone on a magical mystery tour? In
my life, I've always wanted to get back to England
and follow in the footsteps of the Beatles. This was
not simply a dream, but something I needed to do.
This past April I told my wife that the two of us
should take our son to see the world of the Fab Four.
So with help from our travel agent we got a ticket to
ride on an airplane. Even though flying is not my
favorite mode of travel, it beat taking a yellow
submarine. It was a long long long flight across the
universe but all went well. And luckily we were not
back in the USSR! After a few days in London
Town, we took the one after 909 to Liverpool.

As the saying goes, tomorrow never knows, so I hope
it won't be long before I return. I don't want to wait
till when I'm sixty-four, so I'm already planning the
next trip. I'll be back.

Mike Bell
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Why not. So you say okay and go out.
And he takes his bow and goes around
The corner followed by his girlfriend in tight
Faded blue jeans and a striped knit hoodie
And you see him nock an arrow, draw and
Release it and you hear
A Thunk and go around the corner and see
A spike buck with an arrow
Through his chest, kicking feebly

How to tell you live in Maine
You are sitting at your computer when
The 'phone rings, and it is
A nice young woman calling
From your alma mater to
Ask for funds and you are
Just about to tell her you have no money
When the dogs begin to bark so loud that
You can’t hear her and
You see a pick-up truck in the drive
With a young man dressed all in camo
standing at the door
And he says there is a deer in your yard
And asks if he may shoot it
And you cannot think of a good reason

You know you live in Maine
When a dude on a date with a cute chick shoots a deer
in your yard.
Old Tom Feagin, Oct 30, 2014
P.S. And he brings you three packages of venison.

Nov. 8. The Easy Happy Show. Marcia Gallagher's love of jazz and Katie Daggett’s strong folk influence
complement each other, leaving you tapping your toes and smiling, keeping you entertained with their
light-hearted banter! Come listen, laugh and sing along.
Dec. 20, at South Parish Congregational Church, 9 Church St., Augusta. A Christmas Concert with
Downeast Brass and Jay Zoller, organist. A popular quintet, a fine organist, and a classic organ. No
better way to welcome the holidays!
Jan. 24, 2016 (no snow date). The Gawler Family with Jessie and Greg Boardman. Well known in
central Maine for their Irish, Celtic, and Québécois repertoire. Advance ticket purchase is recommended.
Feb. 7 (snow date Feb. 28). 1 pm pre-concert talk. George Lopez, classical pianist. Hailed by the L.A.
Times for his “...musical perspective, continuity, and kaleidoscopic colors.” Advocate of music education.
Popular lecturer on the arts.

Mar. 13 (snow date Mar. 20). Dave Rowe and his easy listening or iginals, together with The Squid
Jiggers, Dave & Troy Bennett combining their talents on guitar, bass, bodhran, and tin whistles to lay
down a thunderous musical base for their robust vocal harmonies.
Apr. 17. 1 pm pre-concert talk. Maine’s DaPonte String Quartet: Dino Liva (violin), Lydia Forbes (violin),
Myles Jordan (cello), and Kirsten Monke (viola)…classical music at its best.
May 15. Erica Brown & The Bluegrass Connection. Tr aditional Bluegr ass and Fr ench Canadian
music. “For the music of her heritage and her age, there’s no one better.”—Don Roy




Concerts are Sundays 2-4 pm except for the indicated 1 pm preconcert talks.
Tickets $10, $5 for students, 12 and under free. Available at Pat's Pizza of Augusta and at the door.
Information: 621-3551, umasc@maine.edu, umasc.org, or concertsatjewett.com.
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BROWN BAG SCHEDULE—Tuesdays, Jan 5 to March 1
UMA Senior College members and their friends are invited to bring their lunch to each free 60-90 minute session at 12
noon on Tuesdays at the Michael Klahr Center Rotunda (connected to UMA’s Katz Library). Coffee, tea, and water
will be provided.
Jan. 5

Art Ray

Alvin Lombard and His Log Hauler

Jan. 12

Don Osier

Beyond Willpower: Making Life Changes Large and Small

Jan. 19

Elizabeth Reinsborough

North of Sixty – Yukon and the Northwest Territories

Jan. 26

Elizabeth Helitzer/ David Greenham

“Weapons of the Spirit” and the Power of the Individual

Feb. 2

Carole Baldwin/Ellen Campbell

Birders’ Life List in Photos

Feb. 9

Melanie Lanctot

Nature: Up Close and Personal

Feb. 16

Mike Bell

My Long and Winding Road

Feb. 23

Gerry Mahoney

From Paving Stones to Public Art

March 1

Jeanne Coleman

The Diary of a Camping Maine-iac
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