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A View from the Chair
I just got home from the Forum
on the Future on the effects of
climate change on Maine, and
was surprised to hear a new idea,
i.e., Maine may become a refuge
for people escaping the
dangerously hot climate of the
Southwest. So climate change
may boost our population and
opportunities and needs for
business development. Don't
know if that is good or bad. As
they say, "One man's meat is another man's
poison."
Personally, I am glad to be almost through teaching
two extremely different classes: Biomedical Ethics
and Civil War 101. I have enjoyed my students
immensely, and they seem mostly to have had a
good time. The Civil War always brings up painful
thoughts about our country's history and its ability
to deal with difficult political questions. Which
means that next week, with the end of this election
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cycle, we can change gears for a new round of
something unpleasant.
Last night got to see my granddaughter dance in a
Halloween recital—most interesting performance
of a dance called "Animal." Young ladies are as
always interesting creatures. They seem somewhat
different from the ones I knew many years ago, but
I suspect most of the differences are more
superficial than real.
Now to get ready for the holidays. Climate change
seems to have delayed the colorful leaf fall, so will
have to mow for the first time in November. (I don't
rake leaves, just mow them with a bagger on the
mower and dump them.)
Have participated in the logo committee and am
still awaiting news of the new UMA logo. Also in
the facilities committee—they are assessing the
future needs of the whole university system. It was
good to represent Senior College—both to express
our concerns and to be aware that the university
appreciates our being here.
Tom Feagin, Chair, UMASC Board
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Summer Session
Petanque
“Petanque is
the most
interesting
game no one
ever heard
of.” This is
how Ray
Fecteau
introduced 8
Senior
College
students to
the game he was about to teach us. Ray is an
enthusiastic individual who immediately had us all
excited about learning to play petanque. In a UMA
classroom , we watched videos and learned the
history of the game. He explained the basic rules and
described the equipment needed to play.
Although somewhat similar versions of the game
have existed since the 6th century B.C. in Greece, the
modern “pétanque” originated in southern France in
the early twentieth century. The name comes from a
provençal expression “pès
tancats” meaning that feet
tancats
are firmly planted on the
ground. Both feet must
remain inside the playing
circle in contact with the
ground until the thrown
boule (ball) hits the ground.

UMASC Dining Club
The UMASC Dining Club had its inaugural luncheon
at Rebecca
Rebecca’s Restaurant in October of 2015. Since
that time we have had a luncheon date approximately
every month. We have grown to about 26 members
but usually 12 to 16 show up for each event. We have
fun comparing these restaurants in a variety of ways
—such as food quality and presentation, cleanliness,
—
service and ambiance.
We have reached the point where we could take in
about five new members. If interested, please submit
your request to Bev Ludden at the UMASC office.
Peter Rosenberg
For your interest I include our lunch sites for this past
year:









October 2015—Rebecca’s Restaurant in Augusta.
December 2015— Joseph’s Fireside Steakhouse
in Waterville.
January 2016— Richard’s German-American
Restaurant in Brunswick.
March 2016— Fish Bones in Lewiston.
April 2016— Archer’s on the Pier in Rockland.
May 2016—Kennebec Tavern and Marina in
Bath
June 2016— Pineland Farm located in New
Gloucester
July 2016— Five Islands Lobster Company in
Georgetown

The following five weeks
we met at the Mill Park
Petanque Courts. After the
Fine
first class outside, we all
Dining
agreed that petanque is a
at
great game. One participant
Five
said: “Fun for all ages.” It
Islands!
is a low impact sport, and
the courts at Mill Park are handicapped accessible.
Once you have cupped a boule in your hand and have
swung and released, you will be addicted to this
game. Games are played on Tuesday evenings and
Saturday mornings; beginners are welcome. So if you
enjoy being outside viewing eagles, osprey, cranes
 August 2016—Riverside Market and Farm
and other birds flying overhead, and, in season,
located in Oakland
sturgeon jumping in the Kennebec, you should try
 September 2016— Rail’s Restaurant in Lewiston
this activity.
 October 2016— Broad Arrow Tavern,
Harraseeket Inn in Freeport
Barbara Livingston
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Summer Session
Unique Places
and Gifford’s

garments and accessories. And to think they are all
"Maine Made."
The history of Farmington was an eye opener for me
since I knew little of the importance of that part of
Maine. The presentation at the Farmington Historical
Society was done with such a wealth of knowledge
and love that it gave me a new appreciation of its
past. I will never go through Farmington again
without remembering the struggles that brought it
from the past to the present.

This past summer, Tom Barden organized a travel
course during which participants visited unique
places, most of which were located near a Gifford’s
Famous Ice Cream stand. Several members of the
class were inspired to share their experience with
Illuminator’s readers. All agreed that these unique
places shared two common characteristics:
enthusiasm for their mission and dedication to
perfection.

Thomas Mosher Handmade
American Furniture was
unique in the quality and
craftsmanship of its
furniture. The beauty of the
final product cannot be
dismissed even though I can't
afford anything there!

Terry Cloutier wrote the following heartfelt letter to
Tom about her impressions of the various sites we
visited. She forwarded it to us to be printed here.

The Cole Land Transportation
Museum was an awesome
find, for I totally fell in love with the trip through
Dear Tom,
yesteryear with its display of various modes of
Loved all of the places you brought us. It is hard for transportation. I so admired the Cole’s deep
patriotism and respect for our country and the
me to select just one, so I am going to give you my
comment on each one, for they all touched me in my military that has served it. What a refreshing boost to
my personal knowledge and belief that America is a
life's journey!
great nation!
The paintings in the First
The visit to the Margaret Chase Smith Library was
Universalist Church in
another outstanding trip, for I have always held her
Pittsfield were masterpieces
in their own right, as were the and her achievements dear to my heart. She was an
amazing woman and had a strength and sureness that
stained glass windows that
covered three walls of the tiny set her apart as a heroin. Her "Declaration of
Conscience" should be required reading for the
church. What sacrifices the
politicians of today!
parishioners made to build
this little church with so such
And last, but not
timeless love that prevails
least, was the
even today!
spectacular trip to
The CM Almy factory in Pittsfield was a place that I Stained Glass
Express, right in
didn't know existed. I was awed by the
our own back yard.
extraordinary work they do there, providing
churches and clergy throughout the nation with regal Thank you, thank
you, for sharing
that find with us,
Gold plating process at CM Almy
for you may have
opened new horizons to the creative spirit that lies
within many of us.
The Editor

I look forward to going on other adventures with you
and Tina next spring.
Sincerely,
Terry Cloutier
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Cole Land and Transportation Museum so much during each of our visits and discovered
Our Unique Places class visited the Cole Museum
on a hot July 13th afternoon. One has to visit this
facility to really appreciate the extent of its contents
which range from snowplows to autos to baby
carriages, and many items in between. In addition,
several mementos of World War II have special
meanings. Plan on several hours to tour the facility.
The Cole family is known for providing assistance
to veterans and in particular to providing a walking
stick to qualified veterans who visit the facility.
Three members of our group received a walking
stick this day. To some this may be considered just

that it is not necessary to travel very far to realize
that yes, Maine is unique in so many ways. Of
course, the crème de la crème at the end of each tour
was a trip to a Gifford’s Famous Ice Cream stand,
which, not by accident, was usually located within a
few miles of that day’s unique place.

Cole Land and Transportation Museum, located in
Bangor, is a depository of land transportation
vehicles used on dirt, state and interstate roads in
Maine. Industrialist and philanthropist Galen Cole
opened the museum in 1989 saying, “I promise . . .
to help my fellow man and my community and work
another day to receive a walking stick. To veterans this is to leave both a little better than I found them.” And
that he has done for well over 25 years. The purpose
a meaningful and sometimes emotional experience.
of the museum is to collect, preserve, and display
The class visited a small freight car where the guide (before they disappear forever) a cross section of
explained the history of the narrow gauge Veazie
Maine’s land transportation equipment from which
Railroad which was in service from 1836 to 1869
this and future generations will gain knowledge of
and was one of the first railroads in the country. The the past.
official name was “Bangor, Old Town and Milford
The Cole Foundation’s goal is to honor the
Railroad,” but it became known as the Veazie
determined and hardworking pioneers of Maine’s
Railroad. As the name implies, it extended from
past. Even with the most primitive tools, they made
Bangor just across from the Bangor federal post
it possible to keep the roads open year round during
office to Milford. Even today we can see piers
Maine’s severe winters—something which they
which enabled the railroad to cross the Stillwater
and Penobscot Rivers. Several streets plus a walking successfully accomplished by 1930. They cleared
and reshaped the land, and constructed the highways
path in Old Town were once the roadbed for the
and rail lines that allowed the state’s development
railroad. The Veazie transported passengers, but it
beyond its seacoast.
also, importantly, transported boards and shingles
between Milford and the terminus in Bangor and
The Cole museum features vintage automobiles
then to the location of the old Bangor railroad
including
a 1928 ‘Lady B’ Buick, 1973 Volkswagen
station where they were loaded on sailing ships.
Beetle,
a
Ford
Galaxy, a Stanley Steamer, early
Merchandise was also moved from Bangor to Old
horse-drawn
wagons,
a scaled-down covered wagon,
Town via the “iron horse.” Coles has placed about
a
1941
John
Deer
Model
H tractor, a 1947 Italiantwenty granite markers identified with a “V” along
the route of the railroad to indicate the old roadbed. made moped, an American Arrow 10-speed bicycle,
early motorcycles including a 1946 Harley
Davidson, and fire engines. The 1878 Caboose used
An excellent visit to Coles was topped off by a
on the Western Maryland Railroad is also on display
delicious visit to Gifford’s Ice Cream in Bangor
before heading back to the Augusta area.
Eugene Moreau

More about Cole’s
Ice cream anyone? In the middle of a hot and sticky
summer day it is difficult to pass up the chance to
head towards the closest ice cream stand for a
wonderful, creamy, flavorful treat. Whether the
flavor is chocolate, coffee, butterscotch, ginger, or
peanut butter parfait, it all tastes yummy and
refreshing. Last summer thirty Senior College
participants had an opportunity to do just that. Tom
Barden, our fearless leader, organized six amazing
tours of sites unknown to many of us. We all learned
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as well as enormous snowplows (including an
Oshkosh snowplow) a snow roller for crushing
smaller quantities of snow, farm tractors, potato
harvesters, and a horse-drawn hearse made at the
Maine State Penitentiary in 1895 and used until the
1930s. Other treasures of the museum include trailers
pulled by trucks, delivery trucks of dairy products and
ice, a blacksmith shop, and many Cole’s Express
vehicles that reflect the history of the company. The
list goes on and on.

Margaret Chase Smith Library
While every unique place visited in this class was
interesting in its own way, to pick a favorite, it will
have to be the Margaret Chase Smith Library in
Skowhegan.
I loved every aspect of the visit—the way the library
is built around the house; the living room windows
with a
spectacular
view across
the grounds to
the Kennebec
River; the
large
collection of
pictures and
memorabilia
as well as the
hats, shoes
and dresses
Senator Smith wore. I found it interesting that
President Eisenhower had visited this home (and the
bedroom he slept in has since been named the
“Eisenhower Bedroom”).

One section of the museum includes U.S. military
memorabilia representing all branches of the Armed
Forces. Outside there are military vehicle exhibits of
both World
War II and the
Viet Nam War.
A walking stick
program started
as a one
one-time
project on
Memorial Day
1999 when 500
walking sticks
were given to
World War II
veterans to help facilitate their participation in
Bangor’s patriotic parades. The project was such a
success that, beginning in 2006, Korean War veterans
received a walking stick, Vietnam Veterans in 2007,
and in 2009 Global War on Terror veterans were
added to the program. A milestone moment occurred
on October 26, 2016, when Staff Sergeant Qasey
Perry of the Air National Guard in Bangor happened
to stop by on his way to work and was the lucky
number 10,000 to receive a walking stick. The
tradition lives on . . . And what an honor to have an
opportunity to visit such a worthwhile historical
museum right at our doorstep. You can’t go wrong at
the Cole Land Transportation Museum.

The tour
included an
interesting
20 minute
video of her
life as well
as an
excellent
talk by a
staff
member
who was
the personal
secretary of
Ice cream anyone? Senator Smith for twelve years before she passed
A stroll through the away in 1995. Another interesting fact—Senator
past anyone? Thirty Smith was a passenger in an F-100 fighter jet when it
senior college
broke the sound barrier.
participants did
both last summer.
As a teen, I lived just a few miles from the library (at
Some of us joined that time it was Sen. Smith’s home) and rode by it 2
Weight Watchers to or 3 times a week whenever I went to Skowhegan.
lose a few of those Since she was living in the home, I didn’t expect that I
ice cream pounds, would ever get a chance to visit it. After I moved out
but it was well
of the area, I had not given it a lot of thought until this
worth it!
opportunity came along. Thank you, Senior College.
The Eisenhower Bedroom

Priscille Michaud

Becky Vigneault
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Senior College Student Art
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Brown Bag Schedule
UMA Senior College members and friends are invited to bring their lunch to each free session at 12
noon on Tuesdays at the Michael Klahr Center Rotunda (connected to UMA’s Katz Library). Coffee, tea,
and water will be provided. The length of each lecture will be 60-90 minutes. For any questions, please
call 621-3551. Snow dates areThursday, January 26 and Thursday, February 23.
Tuesday
January 3
January 10

Presenter
Tom Feagin
Douglas Rooks

January 17

Jonathan Lepoff

January 24
January 31
February 7
February 14
February 21
February 28

David Greenham
Bob and Sue O’Halloren
Mike Bell
Art Ray
Elizabeth Reinsborough
Cassie Bouton

March 7

Jeanne Coleman

Lecture
Did the Election Change the Party System?
Statesman: George Mitchell and the Art of the
Possible
Philosophy for Life and Other Dangerous
Situations
Shakespeare Upended
A Geezer’s View of Iceland
Gettysburg for the Next Generation
Halifax, NS Explosion
Wildlife of the Galapagos Islands
Hallowell’s Harlow Gallery: Past, Present
and Future
BIG Birds

Concerts at Jewett
Sunday, December 18, 2016, 2PM – A Christmas Concert with Downeast Brass and Jay Zoller,
organist. This annual concert features a stellar brass quintet, an outstanding organist, and a restored
1866 E.&G.G. Hook organ. At South Parish Congregational Church, 9 Church St., Augusta.
Sunday, January 8, 2017, 2PM – (snow date Jan.15) – Dave Rowe and The Squid Jiggers return to
Jewett at our audience’s request. Dave presents his reflective originals and, when paired with Troy
Bennett, great vocal and instrumental harmonies on robust Maine and Maritime songs.
Sunday, February 12, 2017, 2PM – (snow date Feb. 19) – The Plaid Dragonflies. Enthusiastically
recommended by Senior College students, Tess Zardus and Val Bennett will present a medley of popular
songs from the 40s through today.
Sunday, March 5, 2017, 2PM – (no snow date) – Choro Louco, a Brazilian Choro band from Portland
will present the unique rhythms and intricate harmonies of Brazil’s Choro music.
Sunday, April 9, 2017, 2PM – Sarah Geller, a young Farmington native who performs in NYC, will share
her outstanding violin skills. “Ms. Geller’s talents shine through to audiences who thrill at her abundant
musicality and probing interpretations.” —Michael Shapiro, Music Dir. and Conductor, The Chappaqua
Orchestra (NY)
Sunday, May 7, 2017, 2PM – Masanobu Ikemiya, a highly acclaimed concert pianist, peace activist,
and environmental steward. He is also a Concerts at Jewett favorite, featuring intricate pieces by
master composers, light-hearted ragtime rhythms, and videos of places and projects that inspire him.
Concerts are Sundays 2-4 pm at UMA Jewett Auditorium except for Oct. 16th and Dec. 18th.
Tickets: $10, $5 for students, 12 and under free. Tickets are available at Pat's Pizza of Augusta,
Dave’s Appliance in Winthrop, and at the door. Subscriptions (7 or more concerts) at reduced rates are
available by mail. Be a PATRON – contribute $100 or more to the Community Presentations Fund and
attend all concerts free. For further information call 621-3551, email umasc@maine.edu, or visit our
websites at umasc.org or concertsatjewett.com.
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Contribute to the Illuminator!
All text submissions should be in an MS Word document or in the body of an email. Photos and
artwork should be submitted in JPEG format; include a caption. To be considered for the winter
issue of the Illuminator, please send your work to the editor, Ann Sullivan, at
asullivan47@outlook.com. The deadline is Jan. 15, 2017.

Spectrum Generations' Cohen Community Center
Spectrum Generations' Cohen Community Center, located on 22 Town Farm Road in Hallowell,
provides the community with a variety of different programs, services, activities and special events
that support our home-bound older and disabled neighbors. We invite you to visit our Cohen
Center Monday-Friday open from 8-4 and explore all of the different activities and services that
we provide our community. We serve lunch daily from 11:00-12:30, open to the public. For more
information, visit our website at spectrumgenerations.org or give us a call at 626-7777 to learn
more.
Spectrum Generations spans four decades of helping our older and disabled neighbors by
providing them with the tools and resources they need to live happy, healthy and independent
lives. It is our mission to promote life-long learning, health, wellness, nutrition, community
engagement and social well-being of all older and disabled adults.
Contact Nick Cloutier, Cohen Community Center Director
Spectrum Generations, (207) 620-1185
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