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View from the Chair

Spring semester 2015 has been our best
ever in terms of numbers of members and
courses taken. We are almost up to 400
members. I personally have enjoyed
Maine’s Natural World and Mystery and
Manners: The Writings of Flannery O'Connor.

The annual meeting on May 1 was very
well attended and resulted in the election of
Carole Baldwin as a new member. Carole
has done great work on the Curriculum
Committee, and we welcome her to the board.

This year has seen a remarkably successful change of
leadership on the committees. Bob Dodge on Finance,
Megan Antonucci on Curriculum, Marilyn Canavan on
Publicity, Ann Sullivan on Newsletter, and Mary Ellen Miner
on Concerts are all off to great starts. Mary Ellen, in
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particular, has prepared a sterling roster of artists for the
2015 - 2016 concert series.

Beverly Ludden made the rounds of classes and recruited a
number of new committee members. Thanks to Bev for her
always good work.

I would like to bid a fond farewell to Ruth Bookey and Peter
Rosenberg as they depart the board. Ruth’s service has been
both long and deep, and she will be missed. Peter did a fine
job on Piano Acquisition and is much appreciated. Thanks to
both.

Peter Ezzy on Nominations has delved into the bylaws and
came up with the interpretation that the terms of office for the
officers of the board ought to be two years, so we will
continue with the same officers for another year. These will
be me as chair, Jonathan Lepoff as vice chair, and Irene
Forster as secretary.

Tom Feagin, Chair of the Board, UMASC

14th Annual Meeting and
Appreciation Day at UMASC

Senior College at the University of Maine at Augusta held its
14th Annual Meeting and Appreciation Day on May 1, 2015
in the Fireplace Lounge in the Randall Student Center on the
Augusta campus. The business meeting opened with
greetings from Tom Feagin, chair of the board of directors,
and interim UMA President Glenn Cummings. Tom reported
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on UMASC'’s successful year, and Glenn Cummings spoke
glowingly about the value of Senior College as it relates to
the entire university. Carole Baldwin was elected to the
board. Tom Feagin and Megan Antonucci recognized faculty
members and retiring board members, and Marilyn Canavan
distributed awards (some serious and others humorous) to
various students, faculty, and board members. The audience
joined Tom in thanking Bev Ludden for all she does to make
Senior College a success.

Senior College students gather for a
light luncheon during the Annual Meeting.




End-of-the-Year Festlvitles at UMASC

Interim UMA President Glenn Cummings Tom Feagin—chair of the board Melanie Lanctot—currently taking 4 courses

Mike Bell—youngest faculty member,

Chuck Acker—has taught 43 courses oy NGO E

Art Ray, Chet Day, Peter Ezzy—the Three Amigos Duane Prugh—the Eskimo Award Tom Feagin—Senior College Oscar Award

Bev Ludden—with our thanks! Socializing... And more socializing...




- Dolphin in the Wood Pile -

In the cooling of the evening
One more log to keep the fire,
We nod
We read
We meditate
on the message in the flame.
I see a mighty ocean
Now, a fleeting image of our boat
a dolphin on the bow wave
pulling us along.
So quickly it came,
Now only smoke
Our woods are full of dolphins
The wood box has a few
I’1l carve one now to set it free

Then bring it home to you.

Poem and carvings by James McKendry



End-of-Semester Projects in Art Classes and Radio Daze

Correction: In the 2015 winter edition of the
Illuminator, the name of the author of the
article “Laughing Matters!” was
inadvertently left out. It was Jane Paxton.
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Meet the Faculty:

Malne’s Natural World

All of Maine’s Natural World’s instructors participated in the Maine
Master Naturalist Program. It provides year-long courses of classroom
and field experience to individuals with the goal of conveying both field
natural history as well as teaching skills. Upon completion of the course
and all requirements, graduates donate their time as volunteers—Ileading
walks, giving presentations, and otherwise teaching natural history at a
non-profit organization, school, state park or other agency.

The goal is to create a network of citizen naturalists who share their
knowledge, insights and enthusiasm about Maine’s varied natural
communities to a broad array of people.

Kim Bailey

After a chance encounter with a faculty member in April 2012, I was
encouraged to apply to Maine Master Naturalist Program’s second year
class. It was probably one of the best decisions I've ever made, and |
wouldn't trade the experience for anything. Yes, the program demanded
a lot of time and effort, and forced me to not just step out of my comfort
zone, but to jump out with both feet! I never imagined I could or would
be talking about stuff like owls, amphibians, water quality, and energy
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cycles to second graders and senior citizens and all ages in
between. But I like sharing my love of nature and sense of
curiosity with anyone who'll listen. The friendships forged and
connections made through MMNP have been invaluable.

Sharon Thibault

I enrolled in the Maine Master Naturalist Program after retiring
from teaching. Growing up in western Maine, ['ve always had an
interest in Maine's natural world. Taking this course was a way to
extend that knowledge. In our first session with Senior College, |
taught a class on Maine mammals. In our fall session, I taught a
class describing the use of nature journals and other useful tools
for naturalists. I enjoy sharing what I've learned as I continue my
study of the natural world.

Jacolyn Bailey

Professionally, I am an aquatic botanist and ecologist specializing
in invasive species, but I have always loved being outdoors and
learning about the natural world. When I first learned about the
MMNP program in 2013, I couldn't sign up fast enough. The
course was an incredible experience; the profusion of information
that was shared by our instructors was amazing. The dedication
of time was at some times overwhelming, but well worth the
effort. Ilove being a MMNP volunteer. Interacting with other
folks who are interested in the natural world through volunteer
teaching is a rewarding experience and keeps me learning even
more.

Gabriella Howard

Most of my professional career as a librarian was spent working
in the Bennett D. Katz Library at UMA. After retiring in 2011, I
decided to try to find a way to pursue my interests as a naturalist
and share my enthusiasm for Maine’s natural world (especially its
birds) with others. The Maine Master Naturalist Program, which
covers field natural history and pedagogy, was a wonderful
experience — demanding and absorbing. Helping teach our
courses in Augusta Senior College is so rewarding; researching a
topic about which I know very little and devising a presentation
about it is very stimulating. And the participants are so receptive
and enthusiastic!

Lynn Thurston

I feel very fortunate to have taken the MMNP class. The
instructors were interesting, committed to teaching and supportive
after the class was over. I gained general knowledge on many
subjects which I can carry with me for the rest of my

life. Meeting other people with
similar interests and remaining
in contact after the class was

Lynn Thurston, Sharon Thibault
Not pictured, Jacolyn Bailey

also a wonderful bonus.

Teaching at Senior College has
been an education for me as
well. I had never taught a class
before, so it was a great
experience to learn that I can!
It’s fun sharing my knowledge
with others, and I also enjoy

doing the research to teach the classes. There’s always more to
learn!

Beth Brooke
My interest in the natural world that led me to participate in the
Maine Master Naturalist Program began at the Augusta Nature
Center where I was a counselor at Augusta Nature Camp for
several summers. There, under the teaching and guidance of
Marilyn Mollicone, my real interest in living things began. After
retiring from 25

years of teaching
elementary school, |

Back row: Beth Brooke, Jen Smith, Robbie Buccigross;
Front row: Kim Bailey, Gaby Howard

was encouraged by a
MMNP board
member to apply for
the Maine Master
Naturalist Program.
The broad,
demanding
curriculum rekindled
and certainly
increased my
knowledge and
interest in nature.
Helping to organize
the Senior College class, Maine’s Natural World, and being an
instructor for one of the sessions has been a wonderful way to
give back while continuing and expanding my learning!

Robbie Buccigross

The Maine Master Naturalist Program is perfect for the budding
naturalist—challenging, fun and friendly—though the amount of
information is overwhelming. The teaching staff is always
encouraging and helpful, but I couldn’t have made it through the
program without my fellow students. Their help was
immeasurable. Teaching at Senior College has been great fun.
The atmosphere is relaxed, and the participants are interested and
attentive; it’s a perfect place to learn. The best part is how much
I’ve learned preparing my lectures.

Jeanette Smith

I took the Master Naturalist class for two reasons. I have always
been interested in the world around me and spend a lot of time
looking things up. I thought this was the perfect class for me.
Secondly, | was volunteering at the Viles Arboretum. [ had
answered an ad that they were looking for people to assist with
teaching natural history, and I was put right to work. Kids come
with some amazing questions, and I needed more knowledge.

The Master Naturalist program really opened my eyes, and I see
more of the world around me now than I did before. I am so
excited to be sharing the treasures of our environment with others
and to see their wonder and surprise. The only way we will learn
to protect the world around us is to know what it is we are
protecting and why it matters.



Viewing Art up Close

From left to right: Lea Ramirez,
Laurette Samson, Ann Sullivan,
Barbara Livingston, Linwood Riggs

On a chilly, rainy April morning,
nine members of Peter
Rosenberg’s Viewing Art up Close
class boarded a Concord Coach
Lines bus and headed for Boston —
final destination: the Museum of
Fine Arts. At South Station we
purchased CharlieTickets, hopped

%) onto the Red Line, and then

transferred to the Green Line.
When we arrived at the MFA, the
sun was shining, the trees were in
bloom, and the daffodils were
nodding their heads in the breeze.
Only we Mainers were still
wearing jackets. ..

After a quick lunch in the cafeteria, we wandered about the
museum, absorbing as much as we could in one day. Some of
the group left at 3:00 while others stayed until closing. Peter
Rosenberg said, “There was too much to see all at once, but
some of us did try.”

Four of the special exhibitions that some of us visited were
Leonardo da Vinci and the Idea of Beauty, Hokusai, In the
Wake: Japanese Photographers Respond to 3/11, and Over
There! Posters from World War 1.

Leonardo da Vinci and
the Idea of Beauty
features drawings by
Leonardo da Vinci and
Michelangelo. The
curator of the
exhibition, Helen
Burnham, says that the
“star” of the exhibition
is Head of a Young
Woman, a drawing that
some art critics consider
to be the most beautiful in the world. Da Vinci's Codex on
Flight is another key element of the exhibition; it is a
notebook full of his artistic/scientific observations. Burnham
explains that close observation of nature was what science
was all about during the Renaissance, so it was natural that da
Vinci, as an artist, would be interested in the structure of
living beings. The drawings in the Codex depicting the
structure of birds lead logically into da Vinci’s famous
diagrams for mechanized flight. Also included in the Codex is
a sketch which some believe to be a self-portrait of the artist.

©

4

-
=

W,

P i X |

The Wave is a color
woodblock print by
Hokusai. It was published
sometime between 1830
and 1833 as the first print

« 4 in Hokusai's series Thirty-
> 9 six Views of Mount Fuji. It
o is Hokusai's most famous
work, and one of the best
recognized works of
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Japanese art in the world. The Wave has such a powerful
presence that we were astonished to discover that it measures
only 10.1 x 14.9 inches.

In the Wake is the first exhibition in the U.S. or Japan to
explore a photographic response to the great earthquake of
March 11, 2011. The exhibition begins with a video showing
the enormous wave of water which swept through towns in the
northeast region, destroying pretty much everything and
everyone in its path and damaging the Fukushima nuclear
power plant. Truly shocking, the video helped us to grasp the
magnitude of this disaster far better than any news report had
previously done.

Following the video is an exhibition of photographs by
seventeen Japanese artists. Some of these photos depict the
reality of the disaster, showing creatively but realistically the
effect on the people of Japan and their environment. Others
are metaphorical representations of the disaster. One artist, for
example, wished to suggest the invisible damage done by the
earthquake and tsunami, so his photos are negative images
(the black shows up as white and vice versa). Another artist
had been taking photos all day on March 11—as was his
custom. Standing on his roof, he watched the tsunami come
in. He gouged all of the negatives of the photos he’d taken
that day, illustrating his distress over all that was ruined in
such an incredibly short time. This exhibition makes a
powerful statement about the effect that natural disasters have
on human society, both immediately and long term; the effects
of 3/11 will continue to be felt for years to come by those who
will never return to their homes and to the lives they led there.

Finally, visiting Over There!, we learned some surprising facts
about the famous poster by James Montgomery Flagg. Often
called Uncle Sam Wants You!, the poster depicts Uncle Sam
sternly recruiting soldiers for the war effort. The character we

now all
London
Opinion

recognize as
Uncle Sam is
actually a
portrait of the
artist himself!
Furthermore, the
poster is based
on a British

poster by Alfred T ‘
Lece.Inhar | = YOU || FOR U.S. ARMY
poster Lord 1’ Loxpon OpinioN 1°

Kitchener, the -
British Secretary of State for War, urges British men to enlist
in the war effort against the Central Powers. The MFA has
placed the two posters nearly opposite each other so the visitor
can easily compare and contrast.

At the end of the day, we realized it would take several visits
to see all that the MFA has to offer. On the trip home we all
had smiles on our faces remembering all that we had seen.
And we certainly encourage our friends at Senior College to
make the trip to the MFA as well. The Leonardo da Vinci and
Over There! exhibitions continue until June 14, In the Wake
closes on July 2, and Hokusai will be at the MFA until August
9. Enjoy!

Barbara Livingston, Ann Sullivan



UMA SENIOR COLLEGE COURSE PROPOSAL

Instructor: Date:

Address: Phone:

City, State, Zip: E-Mail:

Short Course Title: Semester: Fall ~ Spring

(Please limit to 6 words)

1* Choice 2" Choice
____Friday 8:00-10:00 ___Monday 10:15-12:15 __ Friday 8:00-10:00  Monday 10:15-12:15
___Friday 10:15-12:15 __ Monday 1:00-3:00 ~_ Friday 10:15-12:15 __ Monday 1:00-3:00
____Friday 1:00-3:00 ___Thursday 10:15-12:15 ___ Friday 1:00-3:00 ____Thursday 10:15-12:15
___Friday 3:15-5:15 ____Thursday 1:00-3:00 ___Friday 3:15-5:15 ____Thursday 1:00-3:00
___Saturday 10:15-12:15 ___Saturday 10:15-12:15
Number of weeks class would meet (normally 8 weeks): ~ Enrollment Cap: Min:  Max:

Do you anticipate any Field Trips? Yes/No

Text/Materials: (Limit $25 per student) ISBN# REQUIRED:

Classrooms are equipped with computers, screens, TV/VCR, Audio, Overhead Projectors, and Black/White
Board. If additional equipment is needed, please list:

Call 377-6848 if you wish to discuss this form with a member of the Curriculum Committee.

Write a brief course description (overview, list high points of course, what will students be expected to learn,
explain limitations if any, and if materials will be provided). Your description will be printed in the course
schedule. If you are a new instructor, please attach a vita/resume. Return form to: UMASC, c¢/o Curricu-
lum Committee, 46 University Drive, Augusta, ME 04330; or e-mail beverly.ludden@maine.edu..
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Instructors Wanted!

Do you have a hobby or a job you are excited about? Would you like to teach a course—sharing your knowledge and
enthusiasm? Senior College is always looking for new and interesting classes. There are no tests or papers to grade,
and you get to meet some great people who are eager to learn! For more information, please contact the Curriculum
Committee by calling Megan Antonucci at 377-6848 or email her at meganton@roadrunner.com. You may also
contact our Coordinator, Beverly Ludden at 621-3479 or email her at beverly.ludden@maine.edu. You will find a copy
of the course proposal form on page 7 of this newsletter. We look forward to hearing from you!

Contribute to the llluminator. ..

The Hlluminator is your newsletter. If you’d like to send us something to be considered for publication, we’d love to see it!
We welcome your submissions of book or music reviews, original works of art, poems, or articles about hobbies you’ve
enjoyed, classes you’ve taken, teachers you’ve admired—in short, whatever you think might be of general interest to the
Senior College community. To facilitate editing and re-sizing we request that all text submissions be in an editable MS Word
document or in the body of an email. Photos and artwork should be submitted in JPEG format. Please do not embed them in
the Word documents. Include a caption.

To be considered for the fall issue of the /lluminator, please send your work to the editor, Ann Sullivan, at
asullivan47@outlook.com. The deadline is Nov 1, 2015.




